Congenital lower brachial plexus palsy due to cervical ribs.
Congenital brachial plexus palsy (CBPP) usually occurs secondarily to intrapartum trauma, but this is not always the case. Cervical ribs have previously been reported to increase the risk of CBPP in association with birth trauma. We report the cases of two children (one female, one male) with congenital lower brachial plexus palsy in whom the presence of non-ossified cervical ribs was the only identified risk factor. In the female child magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) of the brain, spinal cord, and brachial plexus revealed no abnormality except for the presence of bilateral cervical ribs at the level of the seventh cervical (C7) vertebra. Chest radiography was normal, which suggested that the cervical ribs identified on the MRI were fibrous bands or cartilaginous ribs rather than ossified ribs. In the male child, MRI of the spine and brachial plexus was normal but he was noted to have bilateral cervical ribs at C7. These were not identifiable on chest radiography and, therefore, are likely to reflect fibrous bands or cartilaginous ribs.